> Ore On Department of Transportation
o Office of the Director
Rm 135

355 Capitol 5t. NE
Salem, Oregon 97301-3871

Theodore R. Kulongoski, Governor

August 29, 2007

The Honorable Theodore Kulongoski FILE CODE:
Governor of Oregon

900 Court Street NE, Room 254

Salem, OR 97301

Re: Bridge Inspections
Dear Governor Kulongoski:

As we committed, here is today’s update on the inspection of steel deck truss bridges
which you directed ODOT to perform. The inspection on the following structure was
completed today:

1.) The East Fork Hood River Bridge. No imminent safety issues were found.

With this report we have completed all the state bridge inspections and all but one of the
local agency bridge inspections. The only steel deck truss structure that remains to be
inspected is a local agency structure, the Willamette River (Sellwood) Bridge, which
carries Tacoma Street in Portland. The inspection of that structure was scheduled for
September 9™ due to the end of summer traffic impacts that a lane closure would have on
QOaks Park.

This will be the last of the daily reports until inspection of the Willamette River
(Sellwood) Bridge is complete.

Summary:
e We inspected or reviewed recent inspections of 45 Deck Truss Bridges in 5

weeks, plus Sellwood on Sept 9.

e We coordinated with Motor Carrier Transportation Division to minimize impacts
to freight mobility during the inspections.

¢ We conducted night inspections in high traffic areas.

e We used consultants and state forces.

Findings: *

1. Minor fatigue cracking was found on six bridges. (This is normal wear and tear on
steel bridges built before modern fatigue design was developed in the 1970’s.)

2. Moderate to severe paint problems were found on three state bridges and three local
agency bridges. This means the bridge needs to be painted.

3. Minor corrosion of steel members was found on three state bridges and two local
agency bridges. This means that some rust is present.
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4. Bridge deck wear was not specifically noted on the spreadsheet, but is a common
finding on all of the state bridges. This means that the riding surface is rough and/or has
ruts in the wheel tracks.

*Some bridges have exhibited more than one of the issues.

These issues will be addressed in our maintenance program. Attached is a complete
listing of the bridges that were scheduled for special inspections.

Sincerely,

am

Doug Tindall,
Deputy Director for H1ghway Division

Attachment
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