Office of the Governor

State of Oregon

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 03-15
MENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE
Pursuant to my authority as Governor of the State of Oregon, [ find that:

The Oregon mental health system provides treatment and supports to over 120,000 persons

with mental disorders each biennium. Disorders such as schizophrenia. depression, bipolar

disorder, Alzheimer’s disease, the mental and behavioral disorders suffered by children. and
a range of other mental disorders affect nearly one in five Oregonians in any vear.

In recent years, awareness and knowledge of effective and evidence-based treatments for
these disorders has grown. Simultaneously. Oregon’s mental health policy has moved away
from reliance on institutions and toward integrated community-based care.

Oregon’s recent economic distress is impacting the State’s public mental health system at
both the state and community level. Although individuals interested in this system have
worked diligently in recent years to identify barriers and propose solutions to better meet the
needs of people of all ages with severe emotional and psychiatric disorders. the State’s recent
struggle to preserve services and supports for those individuals necessitates that that
discussion begin anew.

A focused and collaborative analysis will enable Oregon to establish priorities for financially
challenging times, target public funds to those most in need. improve guality of care. achicve
greater efficiency in administration and service delivery, and assure Oregonians that their
mental health system is effective and accountable. A blueprint for action is needed to puide
the system in accomplishing these goals.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DIRECTED AND ORDERED:

. The Governor's Mental Health Taskforce (the “Taskforce™) is established. The
Taskforce shall review, analyze, and recommend changes to the State of Oregon’s public
mental health system as may be needed to preserve and improve services and supports for
people of all ages with severe emotional and psychiatric disorders.
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The Taskforce shall consist of no more than twenty-one (21) members, All members of
the Taskforce must have an interest and expertise in mental health services and financing.
The persons responsible for appointing members of the Taskforce shall strive to ensure
that the Taskiorce’s membership includes a diverse cultural and geographical cross-
section of Oregonians. The members shall be selected as follows:

a. The Governor or his designee shall be a member;
b. The Director of the Department of Human Services or her designee shall be a
member;






