Office of the Governor

State of Oregon

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 07-05
GOVERNOR’S RE-ENTRY COUNCIL
Pursuant to my authority as Governor of the State of Oregon, I find that;

Due to the tremendous increase in the incarceration rate in Oregon over the past
fifteen years, record numbers of prison inmates who have served their sentences are
now being released to return to Oregon communities.

Ninety-seven percent of prison inmates will return to community living at some
point in their lives. Over 4,000 inmates will be released from state prisons to
Oregon’s communities in the next year. Many thousands more will be released
from jails.

Offenders are spending longer periods of time incarcerated, yet treatment and
educational programs have not kept pace with the growing population. Few
inmates receive treatment services that would reduce their risk of re-offense upon
release and make Oregon’s communities safer,

The recidivism rate for offenders released from prison has remained virtually
unchanged for the last ten years. One out of every three people released from
prison commits a new felony crime within three years of release.

In order to reduce recidivism and its costs to society and crime victims, Oregon
must focus resources on inmates as they are released from prison and return to the
community. The success of the re-integration of offenders into the community is
directly related to public safety.

Effective management of this high risk group will reduce recidivism, thereby
reducing victimization and future incarceration costs. Local law enforcement,
county jails, courts, prosecutors and victim and social service agencies all share the
savings gained from reducing recidivism.

Successful reintegration of offenders returning from prison and jail requires the
efforts of multiple state and local agencies. No single agency can accomplish this
goal. Our long- term commitment to public safety requires that we address this
issue through focused leadership and action.
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